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Be a Praying Parents
Becky Xie

rowing up in a non-Christian family, even though I started to study Bible and

pray after I believed in Jesus Christ, it is not easy to pray every day, for every-
thing and pray no matter in private or in public. About prayer, Jeremiah 29:12 said,
"Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.” and also in
Psalms 145:18 "The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”
Therefore, I have been consciously learning how fo pray and practice prayer since.
However, honestly speaking, progress is slow, on and off, until children started going
to school.

hy would I say this? When my children reaching the stage on observing sur-

rounding, starting to speak, they started to unwilling praying in a restaurant,
also asked me to help on praying before bedtime. At this point, I started to think: Do
they not know how to pray? No. Are they not willing to pray? No. The Lord's word
came to my mind, "These commandments that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” (Deuteronomy
6:6-7) If we as parents don't follow the commandments with all our heart, with all our
soul and with all our strength, how can we teach our children to do the same? Didn't
Jesus demonstrate how to love another, how to obey and how to pray before He com-
manded disciples to do the same? Therefore, we started to insist on praying before
meal, both in restaurant or home; I also started to encourage my children to pray
with me before bedtime, sometimes takes turn to pray, sometimes pray separately; I
encourage them to pray and praise when encounter good things, I pray along with
them when encountering difficulties; T would encourage them pray loud, pray for each
other when they are willing, T teach them to pray quietly when they are embarrassed.
Since then, they changed slowly. From not get used to become reminding each other,
from not feeling comfortable to for granted, these are done in the will of God with
the obedience of the parents.

ore wonderful thing is that T am more willing fo pray with a humble heart than

before. All things God works for the good! As a Christian mother, I understand
my limitation, more aware to the present eras, teaching children is not a simple task.
Through praying for children, on their godliness and obedience, I truly feel that God
gives us the power of prayer, it is a blessing for us able to pray to Him. At the same
time, through leading and teaching children to pray, I can personally experience our
Father in Heaven, how He takes care of His heritage. Just like mentioned in Matthew
7:11, “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”

n the journey on teaching children to pray, I|—

am so excited and want to share this happiness
with everyone. Wish all Christian parents are [&¥
willing to pray boldly with this simple faith,
also based on this faith to take care His herit-
age like His commanded us. Until the time when
children praise to the Lord when they are en-
countering goodness, calling and depend on God when they are encountering difficult
time. Looking forward to these, cannot help but shout out: Hallelujah!

Learn

Action
Help

&

your kid applies

their biblical learning
from Sunday School to
their daily life.

¢

Tell others about
Jesus

Tell others what
Jesus had done for
them

God wants people to
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Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
JJF 4:6 / Philippians 4:6 |

\/

How to lead a child to pray?

Greg Asimakoupoulos, he is a writer, has three daughters, he uses very practical way. He sug-
gested parents should use four verses that are very familiar to the kids, and lead their prayer to
include these four aspects:

Jesus, I love You (Adoration)
2. Sorry (Confession)
3. Thank You (Thanksgiving)
4. Please (Supplication)

Teach your child, when praying "Jesus, I love You", can pray to God:
Jesus, I love You, for You have took my punishment, and nailed on the cross for me.
. Jesus, I love You, for You are with me everyday, I'm never alone.
. Jesus, I love You, for You have guide and protect us daily in every situation, Your Word teach-
es us, leads us into the right direction, and gives us a meaningful life.
. Jesus, I love You, You have created this wonderful world for us.

If your child's prayer includes these four aspects, prayer will be very rich and meaningful. Mean-
ingful prayer contents will help the child truly grow in faith.
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